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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 

Claims 36-74 are now pending. 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 36, 47, and 68 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claim 68 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being unpatentable by US patent No. 
6,677,968 to Appleman. 

Regarding claim 68, Appleman teaches a method of providing a buddy list to a network 
user, the method comprising: receiving user definition of a first buddy list, the first buddy list 
comprising members defined by the network user, the members comprising one or more other 
network users; receiving user definition of a second buddy list, the second buddy list comprising 
members defined by the network user, the members comprising one or more other network users; 
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receiving user input; triggering, based on the received user input, selection of a buddy list among 
the first buddy list and the second buddy list; and displaying the selected buddy list to the 
network user on an instant messaging user interface, wherein the displayed buddy list comprises 
online presence information for the members of the selected buddy list (column 1 , lines 63 
through column 2, line 4 and column 3, lines 1-7 and 46-53 and column 4, lines 51-58 and 
column 6, lines 53-60). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 36-43, 47-60, 62-66, 69-72 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US Patent No. 6,081,830 to Schindler in view of Porter (US Patent 6434599) and further in 
view of Appleman (US patent No. 6,677,968). 

Regarding claim 36 and 47, Schindler teaches a method and a computer program 
disposed on a computer readable medium for providing a buddy list to a network user, the 
method comprising: determining television programming selected for viewing by a network user 
at a networked device (column 2, lines 6-16); selecting a chat room based upon the determined 
television programming (column 3, lines 54-56). 
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Schindler does not teach selecting a buddy list based on television programming. Porter 
teaches selecting an initial buddy list based upon the determined television programming 
(column 1, lines 26-27 and column 10, lines 25-28). Therefore it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to further modify the automatic linking to program-specific computer 
chat rooms of Schindler by selecting a buddy list based on television programming because just 
as a user may choose to chat in a particular chat room where those present are discussing a 
particular program, the user may also want to instant message a user from a pre-defined buddy 
list of users who care to discuss that particular program as well. 

Schindler in view of Porter does not teach of a pre-defined buddy list of network users, 
wherein the list displayed on an IM user interface comprises online presence information for the 
members of the list. Appleman teaches accessing two or more user-defined lists of other users for 
whom presence is monitored; selecting an initial buddy list from among the two or more user- 
defined list, each buddy list comprising one or more members defined by the network user, the 
members comprising one or more other network users; and displaying the selected initial buddy 
list to the network user on an instant messaging user interface, wherein the displayed buddy list 
comprises online presence information for the members of the selected initial buddy list (column 
1, lines 63 through column 2, line 4 and column 3, lines 1-7 and 46-53 and column 4, lines 51-58 
and column 6, lines 53-60). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to further modify the automatic linking to program-specific computer chat rooms of Schindler 
in view of Porter by accessing two or more user-defined lists of other users for whom presence is 
monitored; selecting an initial buddy list from among the two or more user-defined list, a pre- 
defined buddy list of network users, wherein the list displayed on an IM user interface comprises 
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online presence information for the members of the list because the user knows which network 
user care to discuss particular programs so the list must be pre-defined and displaying the list 
based on the viewed program on the IM UI allows the user to instant message those that are 
currently online for immediate discussion of the TV program. 

Referring to claims 43 and 52, Schindler teaches the method of claim 36 and 47 further 
comprising receiving information indicating a change in the television programming viewed by 
the network user (column 4, lines 59-65); selecting a different chat room based upon the changed 
television programming (column 2, lines 6-16). 

Schindler does not teach selecting a different buddy list from among the two or more 
user-defined lists based upon the changed television programming. Porter teaches selecting a 
different buddy list from among the two or more user-defined lists based upon the changed 
television programming (column 1, lines 26-27 and column 10, lines 25-28). Therefore it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to further modify the automatic linking to 
program-specific computer chat rooms of Schindler by selecting a different buddy list from 
among the two or more user-defined lists based upon the changed television programming 
because just as a user may choose to chat in a particular chat room where those present are 
discussing a particular program, the user may also want to instant message a user from a pre- 
defined buddy list of users who care to discuss that particular program as well. Therefore if there 
is a change in television programming then the buddy list of users who choose to discuss the new 
programming will change as well. 

Schindler in view of Porter does not teach displaying the different buddy list to the 
network user on an instant messaging user interface. Appleman teaches displaying the selected 
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different buddy list to the network user on an instant messaging user interface, wherein the 
displayed buddy list comprises online presence information for the members of the selected 
different buddy list (column 1, lines 63 through column 2, line 4 and column 3, lines 1-7 and 46- 
53 and column 4, lines 51-58 and column 6, lines 53-60). Therefore it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to further modify the automatic linking to program-specific 
computer chat rooms of Schindler in view of Porter by displaying the different buddy list to the 
network user on an instant messaging user interface because displaying the new list on the IM UI 
allows the user to instant message those that are currently online for immediate discussion of the 
new program the user has switched to. 

Regarding claim 56, 62, and 69, Schindler in view of Porter teaches the method of claim 
36, 47, and 68 (column 1, lines 26-27 and column 10, lines 25-28 of Porter). 

Schindler in view of Porter does not teach receiving user definition of a first buddy list 
and a second buddy list. Appleman teaches further comprising receiving user definition of a first 
buddy list and a second buddy list (column 1, lines 63 through column 2, line 4 and column 3, 
lines 1-7 and 46-53 and column 4, lines 51-58 and column 6, lines 53-60). Therefore it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to further modify the automatic linking to 
program-specific computer chat rooms of Schindler in view of Porter by receiving user definition 
of a first buddy list and a second buddy list because displaying the new list on the IM UI allows 
the user to instant message those that are currently online for immediate private discussion of the 
new program the user has switched to. 

Regarding claim 57 and 63, Schindler teaches the method of claim 56 and 62 (column 1 , 
lines 26-27 and column 10, lines 25-28 of Porter). 
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Schindler in view of Porter does not teach selecting an initial buddy list comprises 
selecting an initial buddy list from among the first buddy list and the second buddy list. 
Appleman teaches wherein selecting an initial buddy list comprises selecting an initial buddy list 
from among the first buddy list and the second buddy list (column 1, lines 63 through column 2, 
line 4 and column 3, lines 1-7 and 46-53 and column 4, lines 51-58 and column 6, lines 53-60). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to further modify the 
automatic linking to program-specific computer chat rooms of Schindler in view of Porter by 
selecting an initial buddy list comprises selecting an initial buddy list from among the first buddy 
list and the second buddy list because displaying the new list on the IM UI allows the user to 
instant message those that are currently online for immediate private discussion of the new 
program the user has switched to. 

Referring to claim 58, 64, and 70, Schindler teaches the method of claim 57, 63, and 68 
further comprising associating the buddy list with television programming (column 1 , lines 26- 
27 and column 10, lines 25-28 of Porter). 

Schindler in view of Porter does not teach associating the first buddy list and associating 
the second buddy list. Appleman teaches further comprising associating the first buddy list and 
associating the second buddy list (column 1, lines 63 through column 2, line 4 and column 3, 
lines 1-7 and 46-53 and column 4, lines 51-58 and column 6, lines 53-60). Therefore it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to further modify the automatic linking to 
program-specific computer chat rooms of Schindler in view of Porter by associating the first 
buddy list and associating the second buddy list because displaying the new list on the IM UI 
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allows the user to instant message those that are currently online for immediate private 
discussion of the new program the user has switched to. 

Referring to claims 60 and 66, Schindler teaches the method of claim 59 and 65 wherein 
selecting an initial buddy list comprises selecting the first buddy list if the first television 
programming is selected for viewing by the network user (column 1, lines 26-27 and column 10, 
lines 25-28 of Porter). 

Schindler in view of Porter does not teach selecting the first buddy list or selecting the 
second buddy list. Appleman teaches selecting an initial buddy list comprises selecting the first 
buddy list or selecting the second buddy list, (column 1, lines 63 through column 2, line 4 and 
column 3, lines 1-7 and 46-53 and column 4, lines 51-58 and column 6, lines 53-60). Therefore it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to further modify the automatic 
linking to program-specific computer chat rooms of Schindler in view of Porter by selecting the 
first buddy list or selecting the second buddy list because displaying the new list on the IM UI 
allows the user to instant message those that are currently online for immediate private 
discussion of the new program the user has switched to. 

Regarding claims 37 and 48, Schindler teaches the method of claim 36 and 47 wherein 
determining television programming comprises determining a television network (column 3, 
lines 46-56). 

Referring to claims 38 and 49, Schindler teaches the method of claim 36 and 47 wherein 
determining television programming comprises determining a television show (column 4, lines 
12-16). 
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Regarding claims 39 and 50, Schindler teaches the method of claim 36 and 47 wherein 
determining television programming comprises determining a characteristic of a television show 
(column 1, lines 25-26). 

Referring to claims 40 and 51, Schindler teaches the method of claim 39 and 50 wherein, 
determining a characteristic comprises determining a type of the television show (column 1 , lines 
25-26). 

Regarding claim 41 , Schindler teaches the method of claim 40 wherein the type 
comprises sports (column 1, lines 23-29), 

Referring to claim 42, Schindler teaches the method of claim 41 wherein determining 
television programming comprises determining a sports team (column 1, lines 23-29). 

Regarding claims 59, 65, and 71, Schindler teaches the method of claim 58, 64, and 70 
wherein determining television programming comprises determining whether the first television 
programming or the second television programming is selected for viewing by the network user 
(column 2, lines 6-16). 

3. Claims 44-46 and 53-55, and 61, 67, and 73 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Patent No. 6,081,830 to Schindler in view of Porter (US Patent 6434599) 
and further in view of Appleman (US Patent 6677968) as applied to claims 36-43 and 47-52 
above, and further in view of DeSimone et al. (US Patent 6212548) 

Regarding claims 44 and 53, Schindler in view of Porter and further in view of Appleman 
teaches multiple buddy lists (column 2, lines 6-16 of Schindler and column 1, lines 26-27 and 
column 10, lines 25-28 of Porter). 
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Schindler in view of Porter and further in view of Appleman does not teach different 
buddy list. DeSimone et al. teaches the method of claim 43 and 52 wherein the different buddy 
list differs from the initial buddy list (column 2, lines 4-6 and 12-14 and column 14, lines 63-65). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the 
invention was made to further modify the automatic linking to program-specific computer chat 
rooms of Schindler in view of Porter and further in view of Appleman by having different buddy 
list because each buddy list will contain users that are interested in discussing different programs 
therefore as the user changes programs they will have a list of user willing to discuss that new 
program. 

Regarding claims 45, 54, 61, 67, and 73 Schindler in view of Porter and further in view 
of Appleman teaches multiple buddy lists (column 2, lines 6-16 of Schindler and column 1, lines 
26-27 and column 10, lines 25-28 of Porter). 

Schindler in view of Porter and further in view of Appleman does not teach wherein at 
least one member of the different buddy list differs from the members of the initial buddy list. 
DeSimone et al. teaches the method of claim 43, 52, 56, 62, and 68 wherein at least one member 
of the different buddy list differs from the members of the initial buddy list (column 2, lines 4-6 
and 12-14 and column 14, lines 63-65). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time that the invention was made to further modify the automatic linking to 
program-specific computer chat rooms of Schindler in view of Porter and further in view of 
Appleman by wherein at least one member of the different buddy list differs from the members 
of the initial buddy list because each buddy list will contain users that are interested in discussing 
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different programs therefore as the user changes programs they will have a list of user willing to 
discuss that new program. 

Regarding claims 46 and 55, Schindler in view of Porter and further in view of Appleman 
teaches multiple buddy lists (column 2, lines 6-16 of Schindler and column 1, lines 26-27 and 
column 10, lines 25-28 of Porter). 

Schindler in view of Porter and further in view of Appleman does not teach wherein the 
members of the different buddy list differ from the members of the initial buddy list. DeSimone 
et al. teaches the method of claim 43 and 52 wherein the members of the different buddy list 
differ from the members of the initial buddy list (column 2, lines 4-6 and 12-14 and column 14, 
lines 63-65). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
that the invention was made to further modify the automatic linking to program-specific 
computer chat rooms of Schindler in view of Porter and further in view of Appleman by wherein 
the members of the different buddy list differ from the members of the initial buddy list because 
each buddy list will contain users that are interested in discussing different programs therefore as 
the user changes programs they will have a list of user willing to discuss that new program. 
4. Claim 74 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US Patent No. 
6,677,968 to Appleman in view of Schindler (US Patent 6081830). 

Regarding claim 74, Appleman teaches the method of claim 68 (column 1 , lines 63 
through column 2, line 4 and column 3, lines 1-7 and 46-53 and column 4, lines 51-58 and 
column 6, lines 53-60). 

Appleman does not teach determining television programming selected for viewing by a 
network user. Schindler teaches wherein receiving user input comprises determining television 
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programming selected for viewing by a network user at a networked device (column 2, lines 6- 
16). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the 
invention was made to further modify the user-definable instant messaging buddy groups of 
Appleman by determining television programming selected for viewing by a network user 
because the system is better able to accommodate user preferences. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to April L Baugh whose telephone number is 571-272-3877. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00am-5:30pm, 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on 571-272-3880. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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